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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issues 
published  here  are  supplied  by  special  ar- 
rangement with  "Current  Coins  of  the  World", 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Publishing  Div., 
Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these 
catalog  numbers  in  any  other  publication  is 
authorized. ) 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  (East  Germany) 

Y50  10  Mark  1975,  Silver  (31  ram) 

Centennial  Birth  of  Albert  Schweitzer 


INDIA 

Y104  10  Paise  1975*  Aluminum  (Scalloped, 

26mm) 

Y105  10  Rupees  1975;  Cupro-Nicke]  (39mm) 

Y106  50  Rupees  1975;  >500  Silver  (Ui-mm) 

( Y104-106 : International  Woman ' s 

Year  - F.A.O.  Coinage) 


JAMAICA 

Y40  100  Dollars  1975;  -900  Gold  (25mm) 

NICARAGUA 

Y26  5 Centavos  1974,  Aluminum  (21mm) 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA 

Y1  1 Toea  1975;  Bronze  (17.6mm) 

Y2  2 Toeas  1975;  Bronze  (21.7mm) 

Y3  5 Toeas  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (19- 5mm)  a 
Y4  10  Toeas  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (23*7mm)^ 

Y5  20  Toeas  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (28.6mm) 

Y6  1 Kina  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (33mm,  with 
center  hole) 

Y7  5 Kina  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (40mm) 

Y8  10  Kina  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (45mm) 

Y7a  5 Kina  1975;  Silver  -500  Fine 
Y8a  10  Kina  1975;  Silver  .925  Fine 


POLAND 

(Two  coins  have  been  renumbered  and 
a new  issue  is  added. ) 

Y72  100  Zlotych  1974,  .625  Silver, 

Marie  Curie  Commemorative  (previous- 
ly reported  as  Y73) 

Y73  10  Zlotych  1975;  Cupro-Nickel 

Boleslaw  Prus  Commemorative  (prev- 
iously reported  as  Y72) 

Y74  10  Zlotych  1975;  Cupro-Nickel 

Adam  Mickiewicz  Commemorative  (24mm) 


RWANDA 

Y8 

Y9 

Y10 


1 Franc  1974,  Aluminum  (21mm) 

5 Francs  1974,  Bronze  (25.5mm) 
10  Francs  1974,  Bronze  (30mm) 


TURKEY 

Y125  5 Lira  1974,  Cupro-Nickel  (35mm) 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

May  1973  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
June  1;  1975;  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

11 33  A.  R.  Beaudreau,  P.  0.  Box  1443;  Pawtucket,  R. I.  02860 

(Publisher  of  Currency  Albums) 

1134- MT  John  James,  1770  Story  Ave.,  Apt.  l4D,  Bronx,  N.Y.  10475 

(Br.  Commonwealth,  Oceania  and  Islands,  African) 

1135- MT  Thomas  P.  Galway,  550  W.  Main,  No.  202,  Madison,  Wise.  53703 

(Pre -Republican  Irish  Coins  and  Tokens,  Foreign  Coins 
Struck  at  U.S.  Mints) 

1136- MT  Emer  to  Ruiz,  P.  0.  Box  22788;  Univ.  de  Puerto  Rico, 

Rio  I’iedras,  Puerto  Rico  00931 

(Puerto  Rico,  Spain  before  20th  Century,  Latin 
America,  Spanish  Philippines) 

1137- MT  John  Z.  Means,  4110  Coachman  St.,  Tampa,  Fla.  33611 

(German  State  Minors,  French  Minor  pre-1792,  Strange 
coins  and  tokens) 

1138- MT  L.  D.  Curtis,  Federal  Electric  Corp.,  AP0  San  Francisco  96346 

(China,  Thailand,  Czechoslovakia,  Mexico,  Fr.  Indo  China) 

1139- MT  Paul  Cligstein,  P.  0.  Box  1510,  Boston,  Mass.  02104 

(Ancient  and  Medieval,  Islamic  Coins  pre-1500. 

Imperial  Chinese) 


FROM  THE  MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN 


Out  of  572  memberships  up  for  renewal  on  January  1,  1975;  we  lost  a 
total  of  87  members.  This  leaves  us  a retention  factor  of  84.8$> 
which  is  the  best  retention  percentage  we  have  ever  had.  The  present 
membership  is  55^-* 

However,  NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our  interests. 
Perhaps  you  have  friends  who  do  not  know  of  Numismatics  International. 
We  will  be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  bulletin  in  your  name 
or  send  you  as  many  membership  applications  that  you  desire.  Write 
to  Membership  Chairman,  N.I.,  P.  0.  Box  30013;  Dallas,  Texas  75230* 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  the  members  listed  below  who  have 
so  kindly  donated  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library: 
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BRAUDES,  FRED 

Several  hundred  different  publications,  auction  catalogs 
and  miscellaneous  items,  including  -- 

Numismatic  Scrapbook  (Aug.  1955  - Oct.  1972) 

Irish  Numismatics  (1968-1972) 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  (1964-68  Complete) 

World  Coins  (1964-1970) 

Journal  of  Society  for  International  Numismatics 
(1968-1972) 

Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  (1958-1972) 

Abner  Kreisberg-Hans  Schulman  (1958-1971) 

Jacques  Schulman-Amsterdam  (1961-1972) 

Henry  Christensen  (1956-1972) 

Superior  Stamp  and  Coin  Co  (1970-1972) 

Abner  Kreisberg-"Quality  Sales"  (1964-1972) 

Harvey  A.  Bruns  (1968-1972) 

Jess  Peters  (1965-1970) 

Holger  Dombrowski  (1970-1971) 

Mayflower  Coin  Co.  (1961-1972) 

Dr.  Busso  Peus  Nachf.  Munzhandlung  (1969-1971) 

Hollinbeck  Kagin  Coin  (1961-1962) 

Bollettino  Numismatico  (1969-1970) 

Empire  Topics  (1958-1959) 

The  Coin  Press  Magazine  ( 1959-1961) 

COINS  (Krause)  (1962-1963) 

New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  Inc.  "Numisma"  (1956-1972) 

The  Copper  Coin  Bourse  (1966-1968) 

plus  many  others,  write  the  Librarian  if  you  have 

a particular  interest  in  items  not  listed. 

WANG,  JUSTIN  C. 

Su,  T.  1.  - Illustrated  Catalog  of  Chinese  Coins  (32  copies) 

The  above  references,  and  all  other  references  previously  published 
in  these  reports,  and  in  the  1974  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List,  are 
available  for  30-day  loan  periods.  Copies  of  the  1974  NI  Library 
List  may  be  obtained  upon  request  direct  to  the  Librarian  (see  page 
ll8  for  address). 


Carl  Young,  Librarian 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


John  R.  Achor 
Anonymous 
Herbert  Beier 
W.  B.  Butterworth 
David  Cannon 
Gerald  Easton 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Luigi  Ghiara 
Luigi  Ghiara 


$5*00  Cash 
148  Coins  ($178.00) 
$5.00  Cash 
1 Coin  (NVS) 

$10.00  Cash 
27  Coins  ($7*75) 
$75*00  Cash 
$5-00  Cash 
3 Tokens  (NVS) 


NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
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Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Stephen  Stelli 
G.  D.  Thannisch 
G-  D.  Thannisch 
Jurgen  Watz 


6 Coins  (NVS) 

36  Coins  ($83*65) 
72  Coins  ($20.00) 
$5*00  Cash 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Fund 


ROSS  SCHRAEDER  TAKES  "BEST  OF  SHOW"  AT  DALLAS  NI  FORUM  IN  MARCH 


The  Dallas  NI  Forum  held  its  9th  Annual  Exhibits  on  March  19,  1975 
in  lieu  of  the  regular  monthly  meeting.  Several  displays  were 
entered  into  the  competition  and  awards  were  presented  as  follows: 

Best  of  Show  - ROSS  SCHRAEDER  (Ancient  and  Medieval  Category) 

Member's  Choice  - ROSS  SCHRAEDER  (same  exhibit  as  Best  of  Show) 

Winners  of  i:  dividual  categories  were  as  follows: 

Ancient  and  Medieval:  1st  - ROSS  SCHRAEDER 

2nd  - JACK  E.  LEWIS 


Topical:  1st  - DON  DOUGLAS 


Modern  Foreign  Coins:  1st  - HAROLD  PINCUS 

2nd  - JACK  E.  LEVIS 


aper  Money  of  the  World: 


1st  - ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 
2nd  - IRVING  BERLIN 
3rd  - JACK  LEWIS 


Most  Unusual  Display: 


1st  - DON  DOUGLAS 
2nd  - ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 


Quality  of  Numismatic  Research:  1st  - ROSS  SCHRAEDER 

2nd  - IRVING  BERLIN 


Judges  for  the  exhibit  night  were  M-  C.  Smith  and  C.  C.  Andrews, 
assisted  by  Exhibits  Chairman,  Dick  Upton. 

A short  meeting  of  the  members  present  was  held  after  the  awards  were 
presented  to  get  ideas  on  how  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  annual 
exhibit  night  of  the  Dallas  NI  Forum.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  new  methods  and  directions  regarding  displays  and  dis- 
playing within  the  local  group. 


The  month  of  March,  1975  marked  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  Globe  Coin  Traders  Association,  an  organization  now  headed  by  Mr. 
Nate  Shulman  of  San  Mateo,  Calif,  and  founded  by  NI  member  Dick  Upton 
in  1965* 

GC'TA  was  founded  and  started  eight  months  after  the  founding  of  NI- 
Many  NI  members  are  also  members  of  GCTA,  and  its  founder,  Dick  Upton, 
is  currently  serving  as  Vice-President  of  NI. 
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SIAMESE 

COINAGE 

by  Joseph  Haas 


(A  NI  reprint) 


(Reprinted  from  the  Journal  of  the  North  China  Branch.,  RAS,  1879) 


The  country  known  to  us  as  Siam  is  by  the  natives  called  Muang  Thai 
(Kingdom  of  the  free).  Its  ancient  name  was  Sajam  (tawny  race); 
whence  that  of  Siam  has  been  derived. 

Beyond  the  scanty  and  somewhat  mythical  information  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  collection  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  Thai,  called 
Trai-pidok  i.e.  the  three  vehicles  by  which  we  have  to  traverse  the 
great  Ocean  of  this  world,  little  is  known  of  the  ancient  history 
of  Siam. 

The  collection  above  referred  to  is  divided  into  three  series:  viz., 

p ' ra-vinai  (rules),  p 1 ra-sut  (sermons  and  histories)  and  p 1 ra  baramat 
( philosophy) . It  forms  a total  of  402  works  in  3683  volumes.  These 
are  written  in  the  Pali  language,  but  a great  many  of  them  were 
translated  into  Siamese. 

Some  contribution  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient  history  of  Siam 
may  also  be  gained  in  searching  the  Annals  of  the  country  which  are 
divided  into  two  parts:  the  first,  in  3 volumes,  entitled  Phong- 

s avada -Muangnua,  or  History  of  the  Northern  Kingdom,  gives  the  origin 
of  the  Thai,  but  is  also  full  -of  fables  and  myths.  The  second  part 
Phongsavada-Muang  Thai,  History  of  the  Kingdom  of  Thai,  or  as  it  is 
officially  called  Phongsavada-Sajama  Rahcha,  History  of  the  Siamese 
Kings,  in  b-0  volumes,  begins  with  the  foundation  of  Ayuthia,  and 
carries  us  down  to  the  present  time. 

When  we  consider  that  Siam  is  almost  the  equal  of  China  on  the  scale 
of  civilisation  and  that  she  even  boasts  of  a more  perfect  system  of 
coinage  than  her  sister  country,  this  paucity  of  numismatic  records 
is  remarkable. 

Some  time  ago  our  Honorary  Member,  Marques  A.  Pereira,  Consul  General 
of  Portugal  in  Siam,  in  a pamphlet*,  produced  some  valuable,  but  un- 
fortunately incomplete,  notes  upon  the  subject;  and  to  this  source  I 
am  indebted  for  information  regarding  the  stamps  on  the  former  Siam- 
ese coins.  I have  also  consulted  with  advantage  the  "Siam  Directory", 
compiled  by  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Smith,  for  the  chronological  table  of  the 
Kings  of  Siam. 

* Moedas  de  Siam  por  Marques  A.  Pereira  - 1879  ~ Lisboa  - 8 vo.  J>0  pag 
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With  the  knowledge  obtained  from  these  various  sources,  together 
with  the  results  of  personal  investigations  during  my  recent  visit 
at  Bangkok,  which  I may  remark  have  not  been  entirely  fruitless, 

I make  bold  to  appear  before  you  with  this  essay  on  Siamese  coins. 

As  in  the  numismatics  of  every  country,  so  also  in  that  of  Siam  the 
knowledge  of  her  history  is  essential.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
earlier  history  of  Siam  is  shrouded  in  an  almost  impenetrable  myth- 
ical veil,  and  only  from  the  time  that  Ayuthia  was  built  we  step 
into  real  historical  facts.  We  are  informed  that  the  original 
capital  of  Siam  was  Sangkalok,  then  Picheluk,  and  at  last  Ayuthia, 
which  was  built  in  the  Chula  Era  712,  corresponding  with  A-D-  1350- 
With  this  era  we  commence  our  chronological  tables--extending  over 
the  last  600  years  (Ed.  - should  have  read  500  years? ) 

The  Siamese  distinguish  two  eras,  either  of  which  is  mentioned  when 
quoting  dates,  namely,  the  sacred  and  the  civil  era. 

The  former  is  called  P 'utt 'a-sakaraht  (or  Buddha’s  era),  and  is 
reckoned  from  the  reported  death  of  Buddha.  At  the  full  moon  of  the 
sixth  Siamese  unation,  i.e.  April  23rd,  l880,  the  era  will  have 
closed  its  242^rd  year.  It  antecedes  the  Christian  era  5^-3  years, 
and  as  the  term  given  it  implies,  its  application  is  entirely  con- 
fined to  religious  matters.  Every  time  a Siamese  priest  reads  or 
recites  one  of  his  homilies,  he  is  very  particular  to  state  the 
number  of  year  Buddhism  has  existed  up  to  date,  and  how  long  it  will 
continue  to  exist,  which  Buddhists  believe  will  be  2577  years  after 
the  date  above  mentioned. 

The  other  is  the  Civil  era,  or  the  Chula-sakaraht . It  begins  from 
the  time  when  King  P'ra  Ruang  established  it  in  A.D.  638.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  fourth  Siamese  lunation,  i.e.  March  10th,  1880,  it 
will  close  its  12^1st  year,  thus  corresponding  with  the  638th  year 
of  Christian  era. 

Some  events  in  Siam's  history  before  Ayuthia  was  built,  say  about 
500  B.C. --Bathamarat,  a grandson  of  Sachanalai  and  Sithimongkhon  built 
the  city  of  Savan-thevalok,  or  Sangkalok,  and  thereupon  he  was  pro- 
claimed King.  In  short  succession  three  more  cities  sprang  up  under 
his  creation:  viz.,  Haripunchai,  Kamphochana,  and  Phetchabun,  and 

each  received  as  King  one  of  his  sons,  of  which  he  had  Sokha-kuman, 
Thama-kuman,  and  Singha-kuman. 

This  dynasty  flourished  for  about  500  years,  during  which  period  no 
mention  is  made  of  troubles  or  wars  in  the  country. 

About  the  year  950  of  the  era  of  P'ra-khodom  there  reigned  at  Haripun- 
chai The  King  Ap'ajakha  Muni  whose  son  Arunnarat  by  marriage  was 
elevated  to  the  throne  of  Sangkalok  under  the  name  of  P'ra  Ruang. 

At  this  time  the  country  of  the  Sajam  was  under  the  rule  of  the  King 
of  Kamphocha-Nakhon  who  gradually  drifted  into  the  vasallage  of  P'ra 
Ruang.  When  the  latter  monarch  attained  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
age  he  established  the  Civil  era  or  Chula-sakaraht.  His  reign  is 
also  marked  by  the  first  clash  or  arms  with  China;  and  here  also  we 
hear  of  the  first  settlement  of  Chinese  in  Siam. 

The  succession  fell  to  his  son  P'raja  Sucharat,  during  his  reign 
great  wars  were  raging  between  the  Thai  and  the  Lao. 
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Then  Thama-Trai-Pidok  builds  the  city  Phitsanulok,  makes  Chao- 
Kraison,  one  of  his  sons,  King  of  Lophaburi,  and  the  other  one  Chat- 
Sakhon,  King  of  Chieng-mai. 

Khota-Thevarat  takes  refuge  at  the  borders  of  the  Menam,  and  P'raga- 
Krek  ascends  the  throne. 

P ' ra-Chao-Uthong  builds  on  an  island  the  city  Krung-Thep-Maha- 
Nakhon-Si-Ajuthaya  which  becomes  afterwards  famous  under  the  name 
of  Ayuthia. 


THE  KINGS  OF  SIAM 

(From  the  time  the  old  capital  Ayuthia  was  built.) 


1st  Dynasty 


Chula  Ascension 

Name  Era  A.  D.  Years 

Mos. 

Days 

1 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Rahmah  T'i- 
baudee  1st 

712 

1350 

20 

2 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Rahme-suan  1st, 
son  of  the  1st  and  King  of 
Lophaburi 

732 

1370 

1 

3 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Boroma-Rah-ch'ah 
T'iraht,  brother  of  the  2nd 

732 

1371 

13 

__  _ 



4 - 

Chou'Oo,  T'uang’lan,  son  of 
the  3rd 

744 

1383 

_ _ 

7 

5 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Rahme-suan,  the 
2nd,  assassinated  the  4th, 
his  brother 

744 

1383 

16 

6 - 

Somdetch  P'ra yah  P'ra  Rahm, 
son  of  the  5th 

759 

1398 

5 

__  _ 

_ _ 

7 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Nak'auu  In.... 

763 

1402 

18 

-- 

-- 

8 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Boroma  Rahch'ah 
Tiraht,  son  of  the  7th. . . . 

780 

1419 

17 

_ _ 

_ _ 

9 - 

Somdetch  P'ra  Boroma  Trai 
Lohkanaht,  son  of  the  8th. 

796 

1435 

16 

_ __ 

_ _ 

10- 

Somdetch  P'ra  Boroma  Rahch'ah, 
son  of  the  9th 

811 

1450 

22 

_ _ 

_ _ 

11- 

Somdetch  P'ra  Rahmah  T'ibaudee, 
the  2nd,  son  of  the  10th. . 

832 

1471 

4o 

_ _ 

_ — 

12- 

Somdetch  P ' ra  Boroma  Rahch-ah 
Mahah  P'ut'tang,  son  of  the 
11th 

871 

1510 

5 

13- 

P'ra  Ratsat'a  T'irath,  son  of 
the  12th,  5 years  old 

875 

1514 



5 

— 

14- 

Somdetch  P'ra  Ch'ai  Rahch'ah 
T'iraht,  son  of  the  12th.. 

875 

1514 

15 

— 

— 

15- 

P ' ra  Yaut  Fah,  son  of  the  l4th, 
aged  11  years 

889 

1528 

2 

6 

(His  mother  Si 'Suda 'Shan,  was  Regent  of  the  kingdom.  Her 
lover  K'un  Warawongsah  T'iraht  slew  the  15th  king  and 
usurped  the  throne,  reigning  only  5 months.  Being  an 
usurper,  his  name  is  not  allowed  to  appear  in  the  annals 
of  the  Siamese  Kings.  He  was  assassinated  by  K'un  P'irena- 

t'ep.  The  high  dignitaries 

of  the  kingdom  then  placed  on 

the  throne  P'ra  T'eean  Rahch'ah,  an 
king.  His  name  was. . . . 

uncle 

of  the 

late 
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16 

17 


18 

19 

20 

21 


22 


23 


24 


25 

26 

27 

28 


29 


Chula  Ascension 

Name Era A.  D.  Years  Mos.  Days 

- Somdetch  Mahah  Chakrap'atdi 


Rahch 'ah  T1 iraht 

- Somdetch  P ' ra  Mahint ' a Rahch ' 

891 

'ah 

1530 

27 

- — 

— — 

T'iraht,  son  of  the  l6th. . . 917 

(The  capital  of  the  kingdom  was 
take  in  918  by  the  King  of 
Kongsah-wadee  or  Pegu. ) 

- Somdetch  P'ra  Mahah  T'ama 

1556 

1 

Rahch ' ah  T ' iraht 

- Somdetch  P'ra  Nare-suan,  son 

918 

1557 

23 

“ — 

— “ 

of  the  l8th 

- Somdetch  P ' ra-Ekah-Totsarot, 
a younger  brother  of  the 

940 

1579 

6 

19  th 

- Chou  Fah  Sri-sawa-p 'ahk,  son 

945 

1584 

19 

— ” 

— — 

of  the  20th 

964 

1603 

1 

-- 

-- 

(called  the  "one-eyed",  succumbed  to  a conspiracy.  Here 
closes  the  dynasty  of  Somdetch  P'ra  Rahmah  Ti'baudee, 
comprising  21  different  kings  and  one  usurper. ) 


2nd  Dynasty 

- P'ra  Chou  Song  T'am,  uncle 

of  the  21st 9^4  1603  26 

(acquired  a great  name  by  his  pretended  discovery  of 
Buddha's  footprint  at  P'rabaht.) 

-P’ra  Ch’etah  T'iraht  Otarot, 

an  elder  brother  of  the  22nd  989  1628  1 7 

(The  Prime  Minister  Chou  P’raya  Kalahome  Sri-suri-wong 
assassinated  the  23rd  and  placed  on  the  throne....) 

-P'ra  Aht ' itaya-wong,  a brother 

of  the  23rd,  9 years  old. . . 992  1630  --  5 

Here  ends  this  dynasty  of  3 reigns,  the  2nd  and  3rd  of  which, 
however,  were  merely  nominal,  the  power  being  actually  held 
by  P'raya  Suriwong,  the  Prime  Minister. 


3rd  Dynasty 


The  former  king  was  driven  from  the  throne  by  the  Siamese 
Nobles  and  Lords,  and  his  place  filled  by  the  Prime  Minister 
above-mentioned,  who  assumed  the  title  of 

- P'ra  Chou  Prasaht  T'aung. ...  992  163O  26 

- Chou  Fah  Ch'ai,  son  of  the 

25  th 1017  1655  --  9 


- P'ra  Sri'sut'ama  Rahch'ah, 

killed  his  nephew,  the  26th  10l8  1656  --  2-2/3  -- 

- Somdetch  P'ra  Narai,  son  of 

the  25th,  killed  the  27th. . 10l8  1656  32 

(Under  his  reign  Constantin  Falcon,  a native  of  the  Jonian 
island  Cephalonia,  originally  a sailor,  becomes  Prime 
Minister.  Christianity  makes  rapid  spread,  and  foreign 
factories  are  established  in  Siam;  a great  development 
of  trade  between  Siam  and  foreign  countries  takes  place 
and  several  embassies  between  France  and  Siam  are  sent 
and  received. ) 

- P'ra  P'et  Rahch'ah 1050  1688  9 


( . . is  called  an  usurper,  and  is  not  allowed  to  rank  with  the 
legitimate  kings.  Constantin  Falcon  becomes  the  victim  of 
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Chula  Ascension 

Name Era A.  D. Years  Mos.  Days 


his  murderous  designs,  and  all  the  seeds  of  civilisation 
introduced  by  his  predecessor  are  rooted  out.  Notwithstand- 
ing, this  sovereign  sends  an  embassy  to  France. 


30 

-P'ra  P'utt'a  Chou  Tu'a,  son 
of  the  28th 

1059 

1697 

10 

31 

-P'ra  Chou  Yu  Hua  Tai  Sai,  son 
of  the  30th 

1069 

1707 

26 

32 

-P'ra  Chou  Yu  Hua  Boroma-Koht, 
brother  of  the  31st 

1094 

1732 

26 

33 

- Chou  Fah  Dauk-madu ' a,  son  of 
the  32nd 

1120 

1758 

10 

(Taking  to  the  vocation  of  Buddhist  priest  abdicates  in 
favour  of  his  brother. . . ) 

34  - P'ra  Chou  T'inang  Suriya 

Marintara 1120  1758  9 

(With  him  ends  the  dynasty  of  Prasaht  T'aung,  represented 
by  9 kings,  the  usurper  being  excluded. ) 

The  reigns  of  the  above  named  34  kings  extend  in  the  aggregate 
over  a period  of  4l7  years,  so  that  on  an  average  12*3  may  be 
counted  to  each. 

In  1767  the  Burmese  plundered  and  looted  the  capital,  after  a 
seige  of  two  years,  and  carried  away  many  captives.  The  king 
succeeded  to  escape  from  Ayuthia,  but,  finally  abandoned  by 
everyone,  he  lost  himself  in  the  forest,  and  there  died  of 
hunger  and  misery. 

The  chief  of  the  Siamese  army  P'rayah  Tahk  rallied  the  Siamese 
at  T'onaburee  (now  the  site  of  H.  R.  H.  T'oon  Kramaum  Ong  Yai's 
place),  where  he  built  the  city  of  Bangkok,  and  reigned  as  the.. 

35  - King  P'rayah  Tahk-sin 1129  1767  15 

(This  is  one  of  Siam's  most  glorious  reigns  on  record. 

Towards  its  end,  however,  the  king  became  insane  --  through 
poison,  it  is  supposed,  administered  to  him  by  jealous 
statesmen.  He  spent  the  eve  of  his  life  in  a Buddhistic 
monastery  and  there  ended,  assassinated  by  his  successor. 

The  4th  and  Present  Dynasty 

The  Prime  Minister,  also  a General  of  great  celebrity  under 


P'rayah  Tahk-sin  ascended  the 

throne 

under  the 

name  of . . . 

36 

- Somdetch  P ' ra  Boroma  Rahch- 

'ah  P'ra  P'utt'a  Yaut  Fah... 

1144 

1782 

27 

-- 

37 

-P'ra  P'utt'a  Lo't-lah,  son 

38 

of  the  36th 

- P'rabaht  Somdetch  P'ra  Nang 

1171 

1809 

15 

— 

Klow,  son  of  the  37th 

1186 

1824 

1 

1 

c 

CM 

-- 

59 

- P'rabaht  Somdetch  P'ra  Pa- 

ramendr  Mahah-mongkut, 
brother  of  the  38th 

1213 

1851 

17 

40 

- P'rabaht  Somdetch  P'ra  Pa- 

ramendr  Mahah  Chulahlong- 
Kom  Klow,  the  present  king, 
son  of  the  39th 

1230 

1868 

12 

(Editor's  Note:  Apologies  are  made  for  any  misspelling  as  the  copy 

from  which  this  reprint  is  typed  is  quite  old  and  unclear  in  places.) 
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These  chronological  tables,  with  the  addition  of  some  of  the  most 
important  events,  may  be  said  to  give  us  a fair  general  outline  of 
the  history  of  the  country,  in  which  we  are  thus  enabled  to  disting- 
uish two  prominent  and  import  Epochs:  viz.,  one  from  the  time  the 

old  cityAyuthia  was  built,  A.D.  1350,  up  to  the  time  of  its  destruc- 
tion by  the  Burmese,  A.D.  1767,  and  the  second,  or  new  epoch,  begin- 
ning with  the  rise  of  the  city  of  Bangkok,  as  the  Capital  of  Siam, 
or  say  A.D.  1782,  to  the  present  time. 

Proceeding  to  the  next  and  important  subject,  that  relating  to  the 
description  of  Siamese  money,  I append  the  following  table: 
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The  preceding  table  condensed  give  the  following  schedule,  vi ■, 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  tables  that  the  denomination  of 
the  coin  determining  the  weight  thereby  indicates  the  value,  and  such 
is  the  case  with  most  coins  of  East  Asiatic  countries. 

The  Siamese  standard  of  weight  is  double  that  of  the  Chinese.  The 
equivalent  of  Siamese  weights  are: 

4 Tica.'  s make  1 Tael, 

20  Tael  make  1 Catty  = 2 lbs.  9 oz.  4-3/4  dwts.  av. , 

50  Catt:  es  or  80  Tical  make  1 Picul  = 129  lbs.  av. 

I have  been  unable  to  trace  any  coins  from  the  first  and  second 
dynasty,  and  it  still  remains  an  open  question  whether  such  existed. 

The  oldest  coins,  of  which  specimens  remain,  date  from  the  ^rd  dyn- 
asty (I63O-I780)  and  were  made  at  Ayuthia,  then  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom. 

Until  the  reign  of  the  4th  king  of  the  present  dynasty,  silver  coins, 
with  but  one  exception  to  which  I shall  refer  latter  on.  had  the 
shape  of  bullets  or  that  of  a Buddhist  wooden  fish  Mu-yu) . It 

is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  Cowry  Shell,  the  original  medium  of 
exchange  in  the  country,  suggested  the  adoption  of  that  odd  shape. 

The  black  appearance  of  some  of  the  oldest  coins  is  caused  by  the 
frequent  practice  that  prevailed  among  the  people  in  times  of  war, 
especially  so  during  the  invasion  of  the  Burmese  in  1787.*  of  burying 
their  treasures  in  the  earth  which  is  said  to  be  impregnated  with 
sulphur. 

The  exception  above  mentioned  occurred  during  the  reign  of  the  2nd 
king  of  the  present  dynasty,  when  the  Fu'angs  were  made  flat  and 
round . 

The  former  or  bullet-shaped  coins  bear  two  impressions  (Kra,  stamps), 
the  upper  one  represents  a "wheel"  or  a "star"  and  is  the  stamp  of 
the  mint,  while  the  lower  one  represents  the  stamp  of  the  reigning 
king. 

Although  the  names  of  some  of  these  stamps  are  known,  it  is  impossible 
to  deduce  therefrom  the  year  of  their  mintage. 

The  stamps  (Kra)  indicating  the  reign  of  the  different  kings  are 
classified  as  follows: 


I.  COINS  OF  AYUTHIA 


Kra-Chang,  the  "Elephant"  Stamp; 
Kra-Bet,  the  "Fish-hook"  Stamp; 


Kra-Dockmei,  the  "Flower"  (Lotus)  Stamp; 


Kra-Kri,  the  "Three -pronged  Spear"  Stamp,  called  also  Kra-Son, 
\j/  "Fork"  Stamp,  which  originates  from  the  reign  of  P'rayah 

Tahk-sin  the  regenerator  of  Siam  and  the  founder  of  Bangkok. 
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II.  PRESENT  DYNASTY 


1st  King 


Kra-Bua,  the  "Lotus  Flower"  Stamp; 

Kra-Chah,  the  "Sling"  Stamp. 

2nd  King 

Kra-Krut  ok-san,  the  "Large  King  of  Birds"  Stamp; 


Kra-Krut  ok-yau,  the  "Small  King  of  Birds"  Stamp. 

3rd  King 

Kra-Keng,  the  "Royal  Pavilion"  Stamp; 


Kra  ? 


4th  King 

Kra-Kunto,  the  "Gobblet"  Stamp; 


Kra-Mongkut,  the  "Crown"  Stamp. 

Besides  the  above  mentioned  flat  silver-coins,  made  during  the  reign 
of  the  second  king,  others  of  the  same  shape,  for  general  circulation, 
were  issued  for  the  first  time  by  order  of  the  4th  king  of  the  present 
dynasty  in  two  different  coinages;  on  the  first  the  obverse  shows  the 
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Royal  crown  between  two  Parassols,  (Seal  of  the  First  King,  repre- 
senting the  Royal  crown  and  the  Parassols),  and  the  reverse  bears  an 
elephant  within  the  crest;  the  second  coins  is  of  the  same  design, 
but  is  of  a superior  workmanship.  These  coins  were  made  also  at  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  present  (5th)  king,  while  under  the 
tutelage  of  the  Regent. 

I have  next  to  review  the  present  coinage  which  is  superior  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind  yet  produced  in  Siam.  This  marked  progress,  how- 
ever, is  principally  due  to  the  dies  having  been  made  in  London. 

With  the  silver  coin  the  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of  the  young 
king,  the  reverse  the  Siamese  Aims,  and  for  the  first  time  we  see 
a Siamese  coin  with  an  inscription  and  a properly  milled  border. 


For  general  use  minting  is  at  present  confined  to  silver  and  copper 
coins;  of  the  former  there  are  pieces  of  the  value  of  1 Tical,  1 
Salu'ng,  and  1 Fu'ang;  of  copper  coins:  pieces  of  b,  2,  1 and  l/ 2 

At. 


Gold  is  only  coined  for  the  King,  who  on  great  state  occasions,  such 
as  cremation-ceremonies,  coronation,  etc.,  distributes  gold  coins 
together  with  silver  coins  of  b and  2 Tical,  2 Salu'ng,  Songpei, 

Pei  and  At;  the  former  are  therefore  rare  and  highly  prized  by  the 
people.  In  other  respects  the  gold  coin  does  not  differ  from  that 
of  silver  and  copper,  it  bears  the  same  stamp  and  is  named  after  its 
weight. 

The  value  of  coined  gold  is  fixed  at  1 6 times  its  weight  in  silver. 

The  Kingdom  of  Siam  has  at  present  one  mint  where  coins  of  precious 
metals  are  made,  namely  at  Bangkok.  Siam  has  a number  of  gold  mines, 
those  at  Bang-tapahn,  "are  said  to  contain  the  very  purest  gold  of 
the  country.  Most  of  the  native  gold  of  Siam  is  used  in  manufactur- 
ing those  gold  vases,  water  gobblets,  teapots,  cigar  boxes,  and 
other  costly  utensils,  which  the  Kings  of  Siam  usually  present  to 
the  distinguished  men  whom  they  honour  with  high  official  positions. 
A considerable  amount  of  gold  leaf  is  imported  from  China  mostly 
to  be  manufactured  into  jewelry. " 

'heretofore  the  Siamese  have  not  known  that  silver  could  be  obtained 
from  their  many  and  varied  mines  in  the  country.  They  depended  en- 
tirely on  foreign  silver  or  silver  money  which  the  Siamese  Govern- 
ment remelted  and  then  manufactured  into  Ticals,  Salu'ngs  and  Fu'- 
angs. " 

The  export  trade  of  the  country  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  import 
trade,  and  foreign  merchants  must  import  foreign  coin  to  effect  their 
purchases.  To  this  drawback  was  added  the  unwillingness  of  the 
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people  to  accept  foreign  coins  in  payment  for  their  commodities; 
hence  the  importer  of  such  coin  had  to  apply  to  the  Government  to 
effect  an  exchange  for  native  money.  Supposing  Dollars  were  pre- 
sented at  the  Mint,  they  were  passed  over  the  fire  sufficiently  to 
obliterate  all  marks  of  their  origin  and  then  a Siamese  Mint  officer 
placed  80  Ticals  of  a given  weight  on  the  scales  and  received  in 
exchange  the  same  weight  of  defaced  Dollars  --  less  4-l/2  Ticals 
Mintage  money.  When  the  Siamese  mint  people  remelted  these  Dollars, 
they  added  lead  enough  to  make  up  for  any  loss  that  might  result 
from  remelting. 

This  was  the  usual  method  for  exchanging  Dollars  for  Ticals  till  the 
reign  of  H.  M.  Somdetch  P'ra  Chaun  Klow,  the  late  King.  He  estab- 
lished the  standard  of  5 Ticals  to  3 Mexican  Dollars,  and  ever  since 
importers  exchange  their  "Mexicans"  without  difficulty.  The  mint 
officers  fire  the  dollars,  and  if  found  genuine,  fine  silver  Ticals 
are  given  for  every  three  Dollars  without  any  further  loss  of  time. 

The  fineness  of  the  precious  metals  is  expressed  as  in  China  by 
toques  or  touches,  100  denoting  purity.  They  are  weighed  by  the 
Tical  of  236  grs.  troy.  The  new  Tical  is  to  be  of  the  standard 
purity.  Its  intrinsic  value  is  about  57  cents  or  from  29d  to  30d; 
formerly  its  purity  was  from  11  oz.  4 dwts.  to  lloz.  12dwts.  fineness. 

As  already  mentioned  the  small  sea- shells,  known  as  the  Cowry,  were 
formerly  used  as  Small-Currency,  and  still  are  in  some  provinces  of 
the  Kingdom,  generally  800  of  them  go  to  a Fu'ang.  Owing  to  the 
total  want  of  a governmental  small  coinage  of  suitable  shape,  they 
grew  into  great  demand,  which  was  further  enhanced  by  the  special 
requirement  of  the  gambling  class. 

In  the  same  way  as  opium,  salt,  and  several  other  mercantile  articles 
form  Government  monopolies,  which  are  yearly  given  over  to  the  high- 
est bidders,  so  are  the  public  lotteries  and  the  establishing  of 
gambling  houses  farmed  out  by  the  authorities. 

The  farmer  of  these  houses  divides  the  region  over  which  he  holds 
the  monopoly,  into  districts,  and  sub farms  these  again  to  others. 
These  sub -farmers,  called  "Akuhns",  are  mostly  owners  of  one  or  two 
more  houses  specially  adapted  to  their  business,  and  are  also  entit- 
led to  sublet  such  houses  or  parts  therein  ad  libitum  for  gambling 
purposes.  Consequently  gambling  in  Siam  is  confined  to  licensed 
houses,  except  when  a general  permission  to  gamble  is  in  force  during 
the  first  three  days  of  the  Chinese  and  Siamese  new  year. 

The  method  of  gambling  in  Siam  is  the  same  as  in  China  --  Archdeacon 
S.  H.  Gray  in  his  excellent  and  learned  work  "China"  describes  the 
gambling  as  follows : 

"Gaming  houses  are  of  various  kinds.  Those  which  are  called  Tan- 
koon  are  conducted  by  a joint-stock  company,  consisting  either  of 
ten  or  twenty  partners.  Such  houses  consists  of  two  apartments.  In 
the  first  of  these  is  a high  table,  on  the  centre  of  which  is  placed 
a small  square  board.  The  four  sides  of  the  board  are  marked  re- 
spectively one,  two,  three  and  four.  For  the  game  played  in  this 
apartment  the  presence  of  three  of  the  partners  is  necessary,  the 
first  is  called  Tan-koon  or  the  croupier;  the  second  the  Tai-n'gan, 
or  shroff,  who  sits  by  the  side  of  the  former,  with  his  tables, 
scales,  and  money  drawers,  to  examine  and  weigh  the  money  which  may 
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be  staked;  and  the  third,  the  Ho-koon,  who  stands  by  the  table, 
keeps  acount  of  the  game,  and  pays  over  the  stakes  to  the  rightful 
winners.  The  gamblers  stand  round  the  high  table,  and  the  Tan-koon 
or  croupier,  places  a handful  of  cash  on  it  before  him.  Over  the 
heap  he  immediately  places  a tin  cover,  so  that  the  gamblers  cannot 
calculate  the  exact  number  of  the  cash  They  are  now  called  upon 
to  place  their  stakes  at  any  of  the  sides  of  the  square  board  in 
the  centre.  When  this  has  been  done,  the  Tan-koon  removes  the  cover, 
and  using  a thin  ivory  rod  a foot  long,  proceeds  to  lessen  his  heap 
by  drawing  away  four  cash  at  a time.  Should  one  cash  remain,  the 
gambler  who  placed  his  stake  on  the  side  of  the  small  square  board 
which  is  marked  one,  is  declared  the  winner.  If  two  cash  remain, 
he  saves  his  stake;  and  in  the  case  of  three  remaining  he  is  allowed 
the  same  privilege.  If,  however,  four  cash  remain,  be  loses  his 
stake.  The  game  is  called  Ching-tow,  and  the  gambler,  as  the  reader 
will  perceive,  has  one  chance  of  winning,  two  of  retaining  his 
stake,  and  one  of  losing  it. " 

"A  second  game  played  at  the  same  table  is  called  Him.  At  this 
game  the  gambler  has  one  chance  of  winning  double  the  amount  of 
his  stake;  twc  chances  of  losing  it,  and  one  of  retaining  it.  Should 
he  place  his  stake  on  the  side  of  the  board  marked  two,  and  two  cash 
remains,  upon  the  Tan-koon  removing  his  heap  by  four  at  a time,  his 
winnings  are  double  the  amount  of  his  stake.  If  three  cash  remain 
of  the  Tan-koon ' s heap,  the  gambler  retains  his  stake:  if  either  one 
or  four  remain,  he  loses.'' 

"A  third  game  played  at  this  table  is  called  Fan.  In  it  the  gambler 
has  one  chance  of  winning  three  times  the  amount  of  his  stake,  and 
three  chances  of  losing  it.  A fourth  game  at  this  table  is  called 
Kck.  The  rule  observed  in  it,  is  to  place  the  stake  at  one  of  the 
comers  of  the  board,  that  is,  between  any  twc  of  the  numbers. 

Should  the  croupier's  remaind.er  correspond  to  either  of  the  number 
between  which  the  stake  is  placed,  the  gambler  wins  a sum  equal  to 
his  stake.  Should  the  remainder  correspond  to  one  of  the  other  two 
numbers,  he  loses." 

In  Siam  gambling  is  practised  on  a large  scale;  net  only  is  it  san- 
ctioned by  the  authorities,  but  it  actually  forms  a source  of  revenue 
to  the  Government. 

As  gambling  became  more  and  more  a recognised  institution  the  bullet- 
shaped small  coins,  Salu'ng  and  Fu'ang,  were  found  inconvenient  to 
handle;  namely,  the  gambler  squat ing  down  on  an  oblong  mat,  at  one 
end  of  which  the  cashier  or  croupier  was  seated  in  a kneeling  attitude, 
the  coin  had  often  to  be  thrown  to  a considerable  distance  to  reach 
the  croupier,  and  it  was  very  apt  to  roll  off  into  a wrong  direction. 
To  remedy  this  inconvenience  the  owners  of  gambling  establishments 
introduced  special  Counters,  made  of  porcelain,  glass,  or  lead,  and 
representing  various  shapes,  such  as  stars,  cash,  butterflies,  door- 
tablets,  etc.,  and  on  which  were  inscribed,  in  Chinese  characters, 
the  name  of  the  Hong,  the  value,  and  some  favorite  motto  or  classical 
quotation,  and  also  in  Siamese  characters,  again,  the  value  which 
the  counter  is  supposed  to  represent.  With  very  few  exceptions  these 
gambling  houses  are  farmed  by  Chinese  and  the  majority  of  the  custom- 
ers are  of  the  same  nationality. 

Among  the  names  of  the  gambling  Hongs  we  find  such  as: 

ft  u.  * a ms  a *», 
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etc.  I need  hardly  remark  that  the  Chinese  above  alluded  to  are 
from  the  Southern  parts  of  China. 

Examples  of  mottos  are: g etc.,  of  other  inscriptions 

etc. 

As  designations  of  value  there  appear: 

For  1 Salu'ng  or  m , in  Siamese  i* 

For  1 Fu'ang  -ft  , in  Siamese  jf* 

For  1 Songpei  % 

For  1 Pai  — 

For  1 At 

For  l-l/8  Songpei  “ U jJl  or  £ , in  Siamese  9c 

These  counters  being  issued  under  authority  granted  in  the  gambling 
licence  or  concession,  they  rapidly  became  a favorite  medium  of  ex- 
change, and  were  found  to  fill  a long  felt  want  of  small  money  so 
well,  that  the  circulation  went  much  beyond  its  legal  sphere. 

Such  a facile  field  for  foreigners  was,  however,  not  long  to  be  left 
unexplored  by  the  enterprising  Celestials.  Gradually  a large  quant- 
ity of  imitations  were  thrown  into  circulation,  and  in  self-defence, 
the  gambling  Hongs  were  compelled  to  call  in  and  exchange  for  money 
their  counters,  which  they  continually  substituted  by  new  ones  of 
varied  colours  and  shapes. 

In  this  way  originated  the  great  variety  of  counters  consisting,  as 
far  as  I can  ascertain,  of  about  890  different  kinds.  The  control 
by  the  Government  became  naturally  more  and  more  difficult,  and  at 
last  in  1871,  it  became  necessary  to  prohibit  and  stop  completely 
all  circulation  of  these  counters.  They  are  however  still  to  be 
seen  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

Even  since  the  counters  made  their  first  appearance,  about  in  1760, 
there  existed  in  circulation  some  bronze  coins  of  the  value  of  1 
Salu'ng  and  of  1 Fu'ang.  They  were  made  by  hand,  and  some  of  them 
are  remarkable  for  the  extremely  artificial  and  tasteful  formed 
workmanship  displayed  thereon.  But  the  quantity  issued  was  very 
limited  and  inadequate  to  the  requirements. 

During  the  reign  of  the  4th  King  of  the  present  dynasty  small  coins 
were  made  of  copper, ' bronze,  and  tin,  representing  a value  of  1/2, 
l/4,  l/8,  l/l6  and  l/32  Fu'ang.  They  were  coined  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  second  issue  of  the  flat  silver  coins.  The  circulation  of 
both  the  copper  and  bronze  money  was  never  very  large,  while  the 
tin  coins,  issued  considerably  below  their  nominal  value,  were  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  forgeries  soon  put  out  of  circulation. 
Chinese  residing  in  Siam  ordered  of  such  coins  from  Hongkong,  where 
they  were  manufactured  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  thence  exported 
to  Siam. 

Hereupon,  in  substitution  of  the  tin  coin,  a great  improvement  was 
introduced.  Copper  money  was  ordered  to  be  minted  in  England,  first 
issue  of  which  came  in  circulation  under  the  reign  of  the  present 
King,  in  February,  1875. 
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It  consisted  of  four  different  sizes:  viz  4,  2,  1 and  l/2  At.  The 

obverse  of  the  coin  bears  the  Siamese  Crown  with  the  King's  signature 
and  the  reverse  in  Siamese  characters  the  value. 


There  is  also  to  be  mentioned  here  an  issue  of  paper  money,  which, 
however,  remained  but  a short  time  in  circulation.  Its  value  was 
one  At. 

To  recapitulate:  During  the  first  period,  when  Ayuthia  was  the  Capi- 

tal of  the  Kingdom,  there  were  only  silver  coins  with  the  first  men- 
tioned stamps,  while  during  the  second  period,  with  Bangkok  as  Capi- 
tal, the  flat  coin  took  the  place  of  the  bullet-shaped  one,  and  after 
various  trials,  a small  currency  was  successfully  introduced. 


Siam  is  bounded  in  the  North  by  the  many  principalities  of  the  Laos, 
all  tributaries  to  Ava  and  China;  on  the  East  by  Annam;  on  the  West 
by  the  sea  and  by  the  British  Possessions  on  the  Malay  Peninsula, 
and  in  the  South  by  the  small  states  of  Pahang  and  Perak. 

The  Tributary  States  of  Siam  are:  1,  in  the  South:  the  Kingdom  of 

Ligor;  2,  on  the  Malay  Peninsula:  Tringano,  Kalantan,  Patani  and 

Quedah;  Cambodja  and  Korat,  and  4,  the  principalities  of  Laos, 
viz.,  Chieng-mai,  Laphun,  Lakhon,  Muang-P're,  Muang'Nan,  Luang-p'ra- 
bang  and  Muang-long. 

The  first,  Ligor,  called  by  the  Siamese  Muang-Lakhon,  but  the  correct 
name  of  which  is  Nakhon-si  Thamarat,  is  a Kingdom,  founded  by  one 
of  the  Kings  of  Ayuthia,  450  years  ago.  It  is  situated  between  the 
parallels  of  latitude  7°  and  9°>  and  is  fifty  leagues  long  and  over 
thirty  wide,  Thalung  and  Song-khla  are  two  provinces  forming  part  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  are  governed  by  two  princes,  relations  of  the  King 
of  Ligor.  The  populations  of  Ligor  may  be  estimated  at  150, 000  in- 
habitants, of  which  three-fourths  are  of  the  Siamese  race,  and  the 
remaining  portion  is  composed  of  Chinese,  Malays,  and  aborigenes, 
which  latter  live  in  the  forests. 


1.  - Fu'ang  of  old  origin,  now  only  used  as  talisman,  in  the  globular 
shape,  bears  only  one  stamp,  which  is,  however,  indistinct. 

2.  - Pewter  Pichi  (1256  = l84o/l)  with  the  Arabian  inscription: 
Khalifa  el  mumenin  (Ruler  of  the  believers),  the  reverse  bears  also 


II.  TRIBUTARY  STATES  OF  SIAM 


1.  - Coins  of  Ligor  (Lakhon) 
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in  Arabian:  Shehr  Ligur  derba  (?)  sene  (City  of  Ligor,  in 

the  year  1256? ),  2t>.5mm,  on  both  sides  it  has  a walled  border  and  a 
hols. 


3-  - Pewter  Cash  of  which  about  40  are  equal  to  $1,  of  the  former 

Governor,  the  obverse  bears : the  reverse,  *1]  £ ^ , 40mm, 

both  side  have  a walled  border  and  a hole. 


4.  - Pewter  Cash,  of  which  about  40  equal  to  $1,  of  the  present 

Governor;  the  obverse  same  as  above,  the  reverse:  , 40mrn, 

both  sides  have  a walled  border  and  a hole. 


Song-khla  (Singgora,  Sangura) 

Pewter  Cash,  of  which  400  are  equal  to  $1,  l/2  Fu'ang,  bears  a 
Chinese  inscription:  51  Sf  , coin  of  the  epoch  Chen-hsing.  Its 

reverse  bears  in  Arabian,  above:  Nagri  (Kingdom),  below:  Sanggura, 

and  in  Siamese  4/3,  Song-khla,  it  has  a round  hole  and  a 

walled  border. 


Before  the  Portuguese  took  possession  of  Malacca  the  sovereignity 
of  Siam  extended  over  the  whole  Malay  Peninsula,  as  far  as  Singapore. 
The  states  of  Johore,  Pahang  and  Perah,  were  subsequently  severed 
from  the  dominions  of  the  legitimate  sovereign,  and  placed  under 
British  Protectorate,  so  that  the  Kingdom  of  Siam,  properly  speaking, 
only  begins  from  Tringano,  being  situated  between  the  parallels  of 
4°  and  22°  of  north  latitude. 


These  provinces  are  administered  by  native  governors,  who  are  nomin- 
ated by  the  King  of  Siam,  and  who  hold  the  power  to  coin  small  money 
and  to  fix  its  value  within  their  respective  province  over  which  they 
rule.  This  prerogative  is  exercised  by  all  provincial  administators 
of  Tringano.  But  further  south  the  chief  currency  is  the  copper 
coin  of  the  Straits  Settlements.  On  the  west  coast,  whereas  former- 
ly the  governors  issued  their  own  money,  we  find  at  the  present  day 
Indian  money  (rupees,  annas)  circulating  freely.  The  currency 
differs  in  every  province  and  its  denomination  is  fixed  by  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Governor.  The  larger  coins  found  on  the  eastern 
part  of  the  peninsula  are  the  Mexican  Dollars  and  the  Dutch  2-l/2 
Gilders -pieces,  which  both  pass  at  the  same  value.  In  the  interior 
of  the  province  of  Kalantan  the  only  means  of  effecting  payment  is 
in  gold-dust. 
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The  state  of  Tringano,  situated  in  latitude  l4  North,  is  a mountain- 
ous, hut  fertile  country,  wherein  vast  forests  abound.  Its  popu- 
lation is  placed  at  about  50,000,  not  including  10  or  12,000  Chinese. 
The  river  beds  are  said  to  be  rich  in  gold  and  tin,  which  is  mostly 
exploited  by  the  Malays  in  the  most  primitive  way,  but  the  yield  is 
sufficient  to  make  it  an  important  article  of  commerce  in  the  country. 

The  city  of  Tringano,  the  residence  of  the  Rajah,  consists  of  some 
1,  500  houses,  including  Chinese  quarters,  is  situated  at  the  mouth 
of  a small  river,  and  an  unpretending  fort  commands  the  approaches 
to  it  from  a neighbouring  hill. 

Coins : 

1.  - Silver,  l/4  Real,  bears  an  Arabian  inscription:  Soltha,  the 

reverse  is  also  inscribed  in  Arabian:  Adil  (Shah),  13mm,  both  sides 

bear  a dotted  circle. 

2.  - Pewter,  Pichi,  has  an  Arabian  inscription:  Melik/el  adil/ / 

(the  just  King),  24mm. 

J.  - Copper,  Keoeng  (l/400  Peso,  1251  = 1835/6).  Arabian:  Nagri/ 

Tringganu;  the  reverse  bears  also  Arabian  inscription:  /Satu  Kepeng/ 

tfvi  (i/one  Kepeng/ 1251)^  21mm. 

The  state  of  Kalantan  is  situated  in  the  north-east  of  Tringano, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  small  river  Batut,  and  extends  to 
another  river  called  Banara  on  the  confines  of  Pa-ta-ni.  The  popu- 
lation, including  the  Chinese,  consists  of  65,000  souls.  The 
country  is  divided  into  fifty  districts. 

Pewter  Cash  of  which  there  are  980  to  $1  bears  an  Arabian  inscrip- 
tion which,  however,  is  so  effaced  as  to  render  its  deciphering  on 
all  the  specimens  in  my  collection  next  to  impossible,  25  mm,  has  a 
round  hole,  and  a walled  border. 

Thani  or  Patani,  situated  to  the  northwest  of  Kalantan,  is  a rich 
and  flourishing  state,  more  fertile,  has  had  more  intercourse  with 
the  outside  world  than  any  other  Malay  state.  It  is  celebrated  in 
the  annals  of  ancient  navigators  for  having  been  the  emporium  of 
commerce  between  Siam,  Cambodjia,  and  China.  The  population  is  com- 
puted to  100,000  souls,  principally  Siamese,  and  the  country  is 
divided  into  five  provinces. 

Under  this  heading  there  is,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  only  one 
coin,  viz. 

Pewter-Pichi  (1261  = 1845)  with  Arabian  inscription:  Ajin  Pitis 

Be lane ha  Rach  Patani  (this  is  a current  Pitis  of  the  Racha  of  Pat- 
ani. ) . Reverse  also  in  Arabian:  Khalifa  el-mumenin  sene  [ 

(of  the  ruler  of  believers,  year  126l),  30mm,  with  a round  hole. 

Quedah,  which  the  Siamese  call  Muang-Sai,  lies  between  the  parallels 
of  latitudes  5 and  7*  A high  range  of  mountains  of  a granite  for- 
mation, varying  in  height  from  4,000  to  6,000  feet,  and  said  to  be 
rich  in  tin,  separates  it  from  Songkhla  and  Patani.  Gold  is  also 
found  here  but  in  small  quantities.  The  country  is  irrigated  by 
thirty  rivers  of  which  six  are  navigable,  and,  it  is  divided  into 
105  districts  containing  a population  of  some  60, 000  souls,  chiefly 
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Malays. 


Sultan:  Mohammed  Chiwa  Zelnal  Aladin  Ma  Alem  Shah  ( II92/1778A.D. ) . 

Silver  Real,  1154=174l/2,  Arabian  inscription;  Face:  Solthan 

Mohammed  ( ) Chiwa  (?)  Khalifa  er-nahmen  (Sultan  Mohammed  Chiwa, 

representative  of  Clemency).  Reverse:  Bibelad  Qedah/dar  el  man/ 

sene  hea>  (in  the  country  of  Kedah,  the  sit  of  peace,  year  1154), 
21mm. 

Sultan:  Tach  ed-din  Alem  Shah  ( 1219-1237  Hj./l8o4-l821  A. D. ) . 

(Last  Malay  ruler,  was  dethroned  by  the  Siamese  in  1821,  and 
his  kingdom  incorporated  to  Siam,  himself  died  l846.) 

Pewter  Trah.  Arabian  inscription;  Obverse:  Belad  Kedah  dar 

(country  of  Kedah,  the  seat  of  peace).  Reverse:  Tahin  alif 

year,  (of  the  cycle,  Alif,  1224);  22 -l/ 2mm,  round  hole. 

Tuanku  Anum,  Malay  Governor  of  the  Siamese. 

Pewter  Trah.  Arabian  inscription:  Belad  Kedah  (dar)  el-man 

try  of  Kedah,  the  seat  of  peace).  Reverse:  large  six-rayed 

22mm;  round  hole. 

Pewter  Trah.  Arabian  inscription:  Belandshah  belad  kedah  dar  el-man 

(current  in  the  country  of  Kedah,  the  seat  of  peace.).  Reverse: 
large  12  rayed  star;  l8mm;  round  hole. 

Pewter  Trah  ( 1262-1846).  Arabian  inscription:  Belandshah  belad 

el-Perlis  Kedah  sene  iryr  (current,  in  the  capital,  Perlis,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Kedah,  year  1262).  Reverse:  Lotus  flower;  24mm, 

round  hole. 

Pewter  Timma.  Cock  standing  on  two  rings.  43mm. 

3.  - Siamese  Cambodjia 


al-man 

KrK 


( coun- 
star; 


Cambodjia,  anciently  known  as  Kamphuxa,  whence  it  derived  the  name 
of  Cambodjia,  is  now  called  Khmer. 

Not  later  than  300  years  ago  this  was  a great  kingdom,  as  compared 
with  its  present  condition,  then  extending  from  8°  30'  to  20°  N.  lat. 
Its  dominions  comprised  a great  portion  of  the  territory  now  forming 
part  of  Laos  and  even  Siam. 

Harassed  on  all  sides,  by  Siam  and  Cochinchina,  Cambodjia  gradually 
lost  one  province  after  the  other,  and  with  them  vanished  here  gran- 
deur and  splendour.  The  kingdom  now  embraces  but  few  provinces 
which  cover  an  area  of  only  some  40  leagues,  viz.,  Photisat  or  Pour- 
sat,  Kampong-suai,  Kampong-som,  and  Kanpot ; the  last  two  of  which 
border  on  the  sea. 

Korat,  a small  state,  was  in  olden  times  but  a city  serving  as 
boundary  between  Siam  and  Cambodjia,  whence  it  became  the  name  of 
Nakon-raha-sema  (frontier  city). 
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From  the  province  of  Battambong  (13°  N.  Lat.,  North  of  Photisat) 
we  possess  an  oval  shaped  copper  coin,  of  small  size,  covered  with 
a poor  silver  coating;  the  face  shows  a cock  stepping  to  the  right, 

and  over  it  the  Chinese  character  © (or  g , to  strenghten);  the 
reverse  is  blank;  15mm,  1,15  gr° , value:  64  to  1 Tical. 

In  the  northern  provinces  there  is  the  Tical,  being  the  largest  coin 
in  circulation,  while  in  the  southern  provinces  extensive  payments 
are  effected  in  silver  bars  which  bear  a stamp  as  proof  of  having 
been  examined  and  of  the  touch;  and  brass  bars  in  the  value  of  2 At 
take  the  place  of  small  money. 

Other  Cambodjian  coins  are: 

1.  - Silver  Fu'ang,  cock  stepping  to  the  right,  13-l6mm,  23*70  gr<» 

2.  - Copper  At  M+y  , below  cock  turned  to  the  right,  l4mm. 

3*  - Pewter,  Pagoda  with  one  tower:  Cambodjian  inscription  in  two 

lines;  reverse : on  branches  0(^1/  (100),  20mm. 

k.  - Silver  Tical  (1208=1846),  3-towered  Pagoda  with  Cambodjian  in- 
scription in  3 lines.  Reverse:  Cambodjian  inscription;  cock  turned 

to  the  right,  (1208),  35. 5mm,  14-70  gr. 

5.  - Pewter  (0unce=3  Tical,  1208~l846),  5~'towered  Pagoda  with  Cam- 
bodjian inscription  in  3 lines.  Reverse:  cock  turned  to  the  right, 

inscription,  at  its  feet  (1208),  35.5mm,  l4*70  gr. 


6.  - Silver  Tical  (1208=1846),  3-towered  Pagoda  with  Cambodjian  in- 
scription in  3 lines.  Reverse:  cock  turned  to  the  right,  inscrip- 

tion, and  (1208),  31mm,  15gr. 

7*  - Silver  l/4  Tical  (1208=1846),  Pagoda  with  1 tower.  Reverse: 
Cambodjian  inscription  in  3 lines,  cock  turned  to  the  right  and 
(1208),  20mm,  3*  60  gr. 

8.  - Pewter  l/4  Tical  (1208=1846),  Pagoda  with  1 tower.  Reverse: 
Cambodjian  inscription  in  3 lines,  cock  turned  to  the  right  and 
(1208),  20.5mm. 

I shall  not  treat  here  the  22  different  coins  of  Cambodjia  issued 
since  her  protection  under  France. 
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4.  The  Laos  States 


The  city  of  Chieng-mai  lies  in  a fertile  and  picturesque  plain  to 
the  east  of  a lofty  mountain.  In  the  annals  of  Siam  we  can  trace 
its  age  hack  to  the  fifth  century  of  the  Christian  era.  At  the 
time  of  P'ra-Ruang,  the  king  of  Siam  married  a Princess  of  Chieng- 
mai  to  his  brother,  whom  he  then  placed  as  ruler  over  that  country. 

Laphun  is  a petty  state,  governed  by  a prince  of  its  own  and  stands 
under  the  vassalage  of  its  neighbour,  the  ruler  of  Chieng-mai. 

Lakhon,  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  kingdom  of  Lakhon  (Ligor),  a 
city  of  about  25,000  inhabitants,  is  situated  in  a rich  and  fertile 
plain,  through  which  flows  a great  river. 

Muang-P're.  The  capital  of  this  small  kingdom  is  described  as 
being  situated  in  a well  cultivated,  small  valley  between  two  chains 
of  mountains;  a river  which  below  the  capital  precipitates  its 
waters  in  many  cascades  over  a rocky  bed,  provides  for  ample  irri- 
gation. The  population  of  this  city  does  not  exceed  15,000. 

The  kingdom  of  Nan,  both  as  regards  population  and  size,  ranks  above 
the  three  foregoing  states,  its  capital  along  containing  at  least 
60, 000  inhabitants.  This  country  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
territory  of  the  Laos  tribe  called  the  Lu. 

Luang -P ' ra -Bang.  Not  very  long  ago  there  flourished  along  Cambod- 
jia's  largest  river,  the  Mekong,  three  Laos  kingdoms,  viz.,  Yen- 
shan,  in  the  south,  Muang-P’uen  in  the  north,  and  between  these  two 
Luang-P ' ra-Bang.  The  Siamese  after  completely  devastating  it  annex- 
ed the  first  to  their  kingdom,  and  carried  into  captivity  the  great- 
est part  of  the  population  of  Muang-P'uen.  But  Luang-P ' ra-Bang  was 
considerably  extended  to  the  north  and  gradually  grew  to  what  it  is 
today  a flourishing  country,  having  an  extensive  commerce  with  the 
Siamese,  the  Lolos  and  the  Chinese.  The  population  of  the  capital 
is  estimated  at  about  60, 000  souls. 

Muang-Long.  A month's  journeying  down  a river  which  flows  into  the 
Menam  in  Ayuthia,  that  petty  state,  called  Muang-Long,  is  reached. 

It  is  completely  incased  in  a system  of  mountains  and  has  a capital 
of  scarcely  more  than  9>000  to  10,000  inhabitants. 

In  the  south  of  the  Laos  States  the  ordinary  Siamese  money  is  in 
circulation,  in  the  north,  however,  that  of  British  India  (rupees, 
annas,  etc.),  whilst  at  the  frontier  of  Burmah  we  meet  also  with 
coins  of  that  country.  In  all  the  Laos  States,  besides,  the  so-called 
"Sapeques",  the  tin  cash  of  Annam  and  Cochinchina,  serves  as  a 
medium  of  exchange. 

For  numismatic ians  these  States  are  of  a certain  interest  on  account 
of  the  particular  coin  with  which  the  fines  are  paid.  This  is  in 
the  shape  of  a shell,  made  of  silver  alloy.  Each  one  of  these  coins 
bears  three  stamps,  viz.,  two  of  the  maker,  the  third  in  Laos-letters 
is  the  name  of  the  temple,  nearest  to  which  the  mint  issuing  the 
coin  is  situated.  Each  piece,  which  according  to  law  must  contain 
a rupee  in  silver,  is  issued  at  the  value  of  three  rupees,  and  is 
paid,  as  above  stated,  only  for  certain  purposes,  such  as  fines, 
court-fees,  and  tributes  to  temples.  In  case  of  smaller  fines,  as 
those  of  breach  of  discipline,  the  peasant  pays  6,  the  lower  official 
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12 , the  higher  24,  and  a chieftain  33  pieces.  The  benefit  accruing 
to  the  Government  from  these  peculiar  coins  amounts  to  the  difference 
betwen  the  contents  of  silver  to  the  value  at  which  they  are  issued. 

Older  silver  coins  of  the  Laos  are  in  the  shape  of  bars,  lobsters, 
and  two  clumsy  horse-shoes  joined  together,  with  stamps  in  Pali, 
not  yet  deciphered. 

Not  to  be  omitted  here  are  Medals  lately  coined,  of  which  there  are 
six,  viz. 

1.  - A gold  medal  in  memory  of  the  sixtieth  birtday  of  the  late  (4th) 
King,  weight  4 Ticals; 

2.  - the  same  medal  in  silver; 

3*  - a large  silver  medal,  coined  in  memory  of  the  coronation  of 
the  present  king,  weight  8 Ticals; 

4.  - copper  medal  in  commemoration  of  the  same  event; 

- copper  me.  als  coined  on  the  17th  birthday  of  the  present  king; 

6.  - and  a large  silver  medal  in  memory  to  the  festival  of  the  in- 
auguration of  the  royal  palace  at  Bang-paling,  weight  8 Ticals. 

Although  coined  in  France,  but  issued  in  commemoration  of  an  event 
in  Siam's  history,  the  following  medal  is  the  most  interesting. 


The  medal  is  of  copper;  the  obverse  bears:  LKDOVICUS. MAGNUS. REX. 

C KRISTIAN ISS . with  King  Louis  XIV ' s profile  looking  towards  the 
right,  clothed  in  Roman  toga  (below  an  R.).  On  the  reverse  we  read: 
FAMA.  VIRTUTIS.  and  see  the  Siamese  Ambassadors  before  the  King 
sitting  on  his  Throne,  and  below  the  inscription:  ORATORES . REGIS . 

SIAM.  (M.D.C.  LXXXVI.)  MAUGER.F. 

The  history  of  this  Siamese  Mission  is  briefly  as  follows: 

Under  the  reign  of  King  Somdetch  P'ra  Narai  (1657-1688)  Constantin 

l4l 


Falcon  , through  the  favour  of  his  sovereign,  rose  to  the  office  of 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Kingdom.  Upon  his  instigation  the  king  sent 
an  embassy  to  France,  which  were,  however,  shipwrecked  near  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Meanwhile,  by  the  exertions  of  Falcon,  trade 
with  the  outer  world  flourished  more  and  more  in  Siam.  The  Dutch, 
French,  English,  and  Portuguese  had  their  commerical  factories  there. 
Falcon  persuaded  the  king  to  send  another  embassy  to  France.  His 
Majesty  appointed  Nai  Pahn  as  first  Ambassador  and  two  others,  one 
as  2nd  and  the  other  as  3rd  Ambassador.  This  embassy  reached  happily 
its  destination.  King  Louis  XIV  gave  audience  to  the  Ambassadors 
on  several  occasions  and  was  offered  the  cession  of  Sangora  in 
consideration  of  his  sending  a small  army  of  French  soldiers  to 
Siam.  In  memory  to  their  visit  to  France,  and  more  especially  to 
the  first  audience  obtained  from  the  King,  the  above  medal  was 
coined,  but  in  a very  limited  number.  Two  of  these  medals  are  kept 
in  the  Muse  du  Louvre;  the  hereto  annexed  impression  I was  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  from  the  original  one,  now  preserved  at  Bangkok; 
it  has  a radius  of  73  Millimeter  and  172  gramms  of  weight;  a small 
one  had  a radius  of  4l  Millimeter. 


CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH): 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  con- 
tinuing inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are 
invited  to  donate  any  items  not  listed. 


FRENCH  INDO  CHINA:  y4  - 192OA,  1937A,  1938a,  1939a;  Y5  - 1925;  1930, 

1937;  Y5a  - 1938;  1939;  Y12  - 1938;  Y13  - 1908; 

Y15  - 1914;  Yl6  - 1921,  1922,  1923,  1929,  1937; 

Y17  - 1921A,  1922,  1923;  1937;  Y20  - 1935;  1936, 
1937;  1938;  1939;  Y21  - 1939;  1940;  Y2ia  - 1939; 
194lS  (Ed.  note:  How  do  you  tell  1939  apart  on 

Y21  and  Y21a? ) ; Y22a  - 1939,  194lS;  Y23  - 1946; 

Y25  - 1947;  Y26  - 1946;  Y28  - 1945C;  YV32  - 1943; 
YV33  - 1943* 

FRENCH  OCEANIA:  Y2  - 1949;  Y3  - 1949;  Y4  - 1952  (All  grade  only  Fine). 

FRENCH  SOMALILAND:  Y5  - 1949- 

THE  GAMBIA:  Y6  - 1966;  Y7  - 1970. 

GERMANY:  Y1  - I889D;  Y2  - 1911A;  Y3  - 1900D,  1905A,  1906A,  1913A; 

Y5  - 1875A,  1876c;  y6  - 1876A;  y8  - 1901A,  1906a,  1907A; 

Y9  - 1897A,  1900A,  1912A,  1915A;  Y19  - 1917A;  Y21  - 1918a, 
1919J;  Y25  - 1918,  1919,  1920,  1921;  Y30  - 1923A;  Y34  - 
1924a ; Y35  - 1924A;  Y37  - 1934a,  1935A;  y4o  - 1925A;  y4i  - 
1925A;  Y89  - 1938F,  1939D;  Y91  - 1938a;  Y92  - 194m,  1943a, 
YA92  - 1942D,  1942J;  YB92  - 1942A;  YC92  - 1941A,  1941D; 

Y96  - 1939A.  (West  Germany  will  be  listed  under  "W".) 

GHANA:  Y2  - 1958,  Y6  - 1958,  Y12  - 1967. 


TRIESTE:  The  first  coins  of  Trieste  were  struck  ca.  1200  A.D.  The 

coinage  of  the  Bishops  of  Trieste  lasted  only  about  a century  and 
consisted  of  deniers  and  half-deniers,  of  which  a total  of  twenty- 
one  varieties  exist. 
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Once  German,  now  Polish,  but  always  German 

DEUTSCH-EYLAU  - 
WEST  PRUSSIA 

Deutsch-Eylau,  a former  West  Prussian  city  now  called  Elk,  Poland, 
issued  four  separate  series  of  coin  notgeld. 

The  most  popular  of  the  four  series  are  those  coins  dated  1916/17 
in  zinc  and  iron.  These  were  the  first  of  the  four  series  and  were 
produced  in  only  a 50  Pfennig  denomination,  measuring  24. 2mm  and 
24.5mm  (two  varieties).  Total  mintage  was  8205  in  zinc,  5175  in 
iron.  Both  were  octagonal  in  shape. 

Pictured  belc  w is  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  multi-dated  coin 
in  iron  (Figures  1 and  2,  respectively). 


Cost  of  the  above  issues  to  the  municipal,  or  issuing  body,  was 
199.23  Mark. 

A re -strike  of  the  above  50  Pfennig  iron  coin  was  undertaken  on  25 
May  1923  and  a week  later,  a restrike  of  the  zinc  variety  was  made. 
There  were  100  restrikes  of  each  struck  from  the  original  dies. 

Zinc  10  Pfennig  pieces  were  issued  in  1917,  measuring  20mm  in  dia- 
meter. Total  mintage  was  10,  440  pieces,  at  a cost  of  145*67  Mark. 
On  2 July  1923,  100  unauthorized  restrikes  were  produced. 

On  21  February  1918,  10, 600  iron  10  Pfennig  pieces,  19.5mm  were 
issued  at  a cost  of  165*22  Mark  by  the  city.  Earlier,  on  7 March 
1918,  5450  iron  50  Pfennig  pieces  with  a 24  mm  diameter  were  issued 
at  a cost  of  88.72  Mark.  Likewise,  100  unauthorized  restrikes  of 
these  coins  were  produced  on  25  May  1923  from  original  dies. 

On  5 March  1920,  101, 500  iron  10  Pfennig  coins,  20mm  in  diameter 
were  issued.  On  the  same  day,  10, 423  iron  50  Pfennig  pieces  were 
issued.  Total  cost  to  the  city  for  the  pair  was  10,729*50  Mark. 

On  l6  August  1923  100  unauthorized  restrikes  of  both  were  produced. 

All  of  the  above  noteld  issues  of  the  city  of  Deutsch-Eylau  were 
struck  by  the  minting  firm  of  L.  Christian  Lauer  of  Nurenberg.  All 
issues  were  recalled  1 July  1922.  A total  (face  value)  of  681.30 
Mark  were  redeemed. 
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NOTES  ON  A PREVIOUSLY  UNLISTED  TONE  COIN 


by  R.  L.  Sweeny 

Early  last  year,  I received  a shipment  of  coins  from  India  which 
contained  a small  quantity  of  Tonk  silver  2 anna  coins.  They  dis- 
played the  palm  leaf  and  had  the  feel  of  Tonk,  but  were  dated  var- 
iously 1352,  1353,  and  1353/1934,  and  were  unlike  any  Tonk  coins 
I'd  previously  seen.  Since  I couldn't  find  these  coins  described 
in  any  of  my  Indian  catalogs,  or  in  any  standard  catalog  published 
in  this  country,  I asked  Colonel  Punish  to  look  at  the  coins  and 
give  me  his  opinion.  He  attributed  the  coins  as  follows: 

TONK  STATE:  Muhammad  Sa'adat  Ali  Khan,  ADI93O-I949. 

AR  2 anna.  AH1352,  also  AH1353/AD1934. 

In  the  name  of  Muhammad  Sa'adat  and  George  V. 

Mint:  Tonk. 

He  further  commented  that  - "at  least  three  different  di.es  were 
used  for  both  the  obverse  and  the  reverse;  and  to  make  things  worse, 
an  Inexperienced  die-cutter  was  used  for  the  work.  These  pieces 
are  genuine,  but  I sense  that  they  were  made  for  a special  purpose 
under  adverse  conditions  after  the  state  mint  had  been  closed  - all 
the  regular  state  coinage  was  being  minted  at  Calcutta  at  this  time. 
My  guess  Is  that  they  were  'scatter'  pieces  made  for  some  special 
occasion.  They  are  unpublished ". 


Coin  No.  3 


YCi 


The  accompanying  illustrations  above  shows  the  obverse  and  reverse 
of  three  of  the  coins,  together  with  a Tonk  YCI  for  comparison. 
Subsequent  to  our  acquisition  of  these  coins,  Yeoman's  Ilth  edj.taon 
of  Modern  World  Coins  was  released,  and  I note  on  page  266  a Tonk 
2 anna  piece  listed  with  dates  corresponding  to  the  dates  on  my 
coins,  and  catalogued  as  Y4.  So  it  seems  that  the  coins  here  de- 
scribed are  Muhammad  Sa'adat  Ali  Khans  last  issue  of  silver  coinage, 
now  listed  as  Yeoman's  Y4?  If  anyone  knows  anything  further  about 
these  coins,  how  many  were  minted,  or  the  circumstances  of  their 
issue,  I'd  appreciate  a letter.  (R.  L.  Sweeny,  Box  405*  Piedmont, 

sc,  29673) 
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IDENTIFICATION;  Please? 


(3/4  Actual  Size) 


To  the  left  is  a pencil  trac- 
ing of  a brass  oblong  item 
of  oriental  ancestry  that 
has  proven  a mystery.  I have 
not  seen  this  piece  listed  or 
catalogued  and  in  questioning 
experts  in  this  field;  noth- 
ing has  come  out  of  it.  I 
did  get  one  rough  translation 
from  a Japanese -American  as: 

" Japan -Northern-Niagata-  5th 
year  of  Mei  - 5 sheets  makes 
one  of  silver  - port  - office 
- money  of  iron  - This  one 
useful  for  money  - Bill  of 
Trade".  Perhaps  some  NI 
member  has  some  thoughts  on 
this.  The  piece  appears  to 
have  been  circulated  exten- 
sively. garry  ^ Bottenfield 
7361  N.  Hoyne 
Chicago;  Illinois  60645 


I need  assistance  in  identifying  a counterstamped  coin  which  I recent- 
ly acquired.  It  is  a copper  "Dos  Centavos"  of  Argentina  dated  1891. 
Other  than  the  countermark;  it  is  a normal  issue  with  the  exception 
that  the  coin  presents  a higher  than  normal  rim  relief.  The  counter- 
marks  are  three  figure  8's:  one  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  and 

two  on  the  obverse  flanking  each  side  of  the  portrait.  None  of  my 
reference  books  mention  this  type  of  a countermark  on  this  issue. 

If  anyone  can  give  me  assistance;  I would  sincerely  appreciate  it. 

Luigi  Ghiara 
Via  Giordano  Bruno  N.  34 
15100  Alessandria 
Italia 


FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  GAMBIA;  J.  M.  Gray;  1940,  p.488: 

The  main  currency  in  and  around  Gambia  in  the  l880's  was  the  French 
five-franc  piece.  When  the  exchange  value  of  the  franc  dropped  se- 
verely in  1920  "the  situation  arose  that  the  five-franc  piece,  which 
then  had  a market  value  of  2 s.  and  even  less,  was  still  being  accept- 
ed in  the  Gambia  as  legal  tender  at  the  rate  of  3 s.  10-l/2  d.  As 
was  only  to  be  expected,  five-franc  pieces  flowed  into  the  country 
and  accumulated  in  the  banks  and  the  mercantile  houses  to  such  an 
alarming  extent  that  in  1922  the  Colonial  Government  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  demonetize  them  and  to  take  them  over  at  their 
fictitious  legal  value.  The  operation  cost  the  Government  187,000 
pounds  sterling,  or  a whole  year's  revenue.  The  cost  of  redemption 
was  met  by  a loan  from  the  West  African  Currency  Board,  which  was 
paid  off  in  installments." 

Submitted  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  FIVE  THOUSAND  DICTIONARY,  by  C.  H.  Fenn,  Harvard  University 
Press,  1973,  696  pp. , paperback,  $4.95* 

This  is  the  13th  edition  of  Fenn's  Chinese-English  dictionary.  Like 
most  Chinese-English  dictionaries,  it  is  arranged  alphabetically  by 
English  romanization  of  the  word.  It  is  more  useful  than  some  others, 
however,  because  with  each  word,  its  radical  (root)  and  derivation 
are  given.  The  38  page  introduction  includes  information  on  pro- 
nunciation, a list  of  dynasties,  a list  of  Ming  and  Ch'ing  rulers, 
a list  of  provinces  with  their  capitols,  a list  of  Chinese  surnames, 
lists  of  weights,  measures,  and  numerals,  a list  of  words  used  as 
numbers,  and  lists  of  words  used  as  dates  and  times.  The  nicest 
thing  about  this  dictionary,  however,  is  its  size  (4-l/2"  x 7")  and 
its  low  price.  It  also  seems  to  be  more  available  than  most  such 
dictionaries,  being  available  from  Harvard  University  Press,  79 
Garden  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02138  and  some  bookstores  around  the 
country. 

Perhaps  a few  words  should  be  said  about  how  to  use  a Chinese- 
English  dictionary.  Every  Chinese  character  is  supposed  to  be  made 
up  of  two  parts,  a root,  called  the  radical,  and  something  added  to 
this,  which  often  indicates  the  pronunciation  of  the  word.  There 
are  214  radicals,  and  since  the  17th  century,  most  dictionaries  have 
been  arranged  by  radical.  Now,  given  an  unknown  character,  one 
must  first  determine  what  the  radical  is.  This  is  usually  done  by 
trial  and  error,  until  one  is  familiar  with  the  radicals  and  how  to 
spot  them  in  a character.  Once  one  determines  the  radical,  one 
simply  looks  in  the  radical  index  (usually  at  the  end  of  a diction- 
ary) under  the  proper  radical  until  the  unknown  character  is  found. 

A number  will  be  given  after  the  character,  which  will  be  either  the 
page  on  which  the  word  can  be  found,  or  the  number  assigned  to  that 
character  in  that  dictionary.  One  then  simply  turns  to  the  approp- 
riate page,  where  the  romanized  form  of  the  character  will  be  given, 
along  with  its  translation  and  a list  of  idioms. 


THE  CURRENCY  PROBLEM  IN  CHINA,  by  Wen  Pin-wei,  New  York  1914  (Re- 
print  1971 )}  l45  pp  (with  a few  illustrations),  $2.75;  hardback. 

Originally  published  in  Volume  59*  No.  3 (whole  number  144)  of 
Columbia  University's  "Studies  in  History,  Economics  and  Public  Law", 
and  later  reprinted  as  a separate  booklet.  This  small  book  deals 
with  currency  and  currency  reform  in  China  from  the  late  l800's 
to  1914.  The  first  two  chapters  are  a brief  outline  of  coinage  and 
papermoney  in  China  from  ancient  times  to  the  l860's.  The  rest  of 
the  book  deals  with  modem,  western-style  coinage  and  attempts  at 
reform.  Included  in  the  book  are  translations  of  the  currency 
regulations  of  1905  (which  established  the  Tai  Ch'ing  Ti  Kuo  series) 
and  1910  (which  resulted  in  a change  in  design  of  the  copper  and 
silver  coins).  There  is  also  a table  of  annual  quotations  of  the 
price  of  silver,  given  in  British  pence  and  U.S.  dollars,  from  1871 
thru  1913*  Available  from:  Chinese  Materials  Center,  Inc.,  809 

Taraval  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94ll6. 
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KU  KUNG  CH'ING  CH'IEN  PU,  by  Huang  P'eng-hsiao,  Peking  1937  (Re- 
print 197l) , 161  pp.,  Illustrated  (in  Chinese)  (Available  through 
the  reviewer. ) 

This  is  a study  of  selected  Ch'ing  dynasty  coins  in  the  Palace 
Collection,  Peking  (the  collection  is  now  in  Taiwan).  Though  in 
Chinese,  it  is  well  illustrated,  and  there  is  a three  page  summary 
in  English  at  the  end.  One  of  the  interesting  things  about  this 
book  is  that  most  of  the  coins  illustrated  in  it  are  patterns. 
Several  types  of  pattern  cash  were  produced  when  a mint  began  pro- 
duction of  a new  coin,  but  such  patterns  are  rarely  seen  or  heard 
of  in  the  west.  It  is  a useful  book  and  inexpensive. 


CHIH  CH'IEN  T'UNG  K'AO,  by  T 'ang  Yu-k 'urn,  Shanghai,  1852,  (Reprint 
1971 )>  182  pp.,  illustrated,  (in  Chinese),  (Available  through  the 
reviewer. ) 

This  is  a catalogue  of  Ch'ing  dynasty  cash  through  the  Tao  Kuang 
reign  (1821-1850).  Some  335  coins  are  illustrated  (compared  to 
25O  Ch'ing  cash  in  Schjoth  for  the  whole  dynasty),  and  all  are  priced 
by  means  of  a 1971  price  guide  in  the  back  of  the  book.  Although 
the  price  guide  is  now  out  of  date,  it  is  still  useful  to  indicate 
relative  rarity.  For  example,  Schjoth  1388  and  1389  are  both  priced 
at  .75  cents,  but  the  same  coin  in  this  book  is  priced  at  $6.00  to 
$9*00.  A useful  and  inexpensive  book. 

(The  previous  four  bools  were  reviewed  by  Bruce  Smith,  Box  57>  Iola, 
Wisconsin  5^9^5*) 


IT  WAS  A NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  THOUGHT  AS  WELL 


It  was  recently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Associate  Editor  of 
the  NI  Bulletin,  Dick  Upton,  that  it  might  be  a worthwhile  under- 
taking to,  in  keeping  with  NI ' s educational  programs,  revise,  edit 
and  publish  a modern  version,  with  plates,  of  the  Arnold  Keller 
German  paper  not  geld  catalogs  of  the  early  1920 's. 

This  idea  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Governors  about  3 or  k months 
ago  and  the  project  was  tabled  pending  some  research  to  be  done  on 
its  merits,  cost  and  impact. 

During  the  interim,  the  Associate  Editor  was  informed  that  such  a 
project  had  taken  place  and  publication  of  the  first  Keller  volumes 
were  off  the  presses  as  of  March  1,  1975* 

Though  these  most  recent  developments  terminated  any  undertakings  by 
NI  in  this  respect,  many  NI  members  are  looking  forward  to  these 
newly  edited  volumes. 

As  soon  as  secured,  a full  review  will  be  made  on  the  Keller  catalogs 

which  are  being  done  with  plates,  in  German  text,  and  based  on 

Mr.  Keller's  own  collection  of  some  200,000  different  notgeld  notes. 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  Scheiner,  D807O  Ingolstadt-Donau,  Asamstrasse  88,  West  Germany: 
Should  any  NI  members  be  in  the  Munich  area  this  coming  season  (or 
any  time)  we  would  certainly  he  happy  to  let  them  know  where  the 
"action"  is;  steer  them  to  the  really  fine  restaurants  that  the  city 
has  to  offer,  and  perhaps  meet  them  there  as  we  are  there  either 
"buying"  or  "trying"  at  least  once  per  week. 

Bruce  Smith,  Box  37;  Tola-;  Wise,  Please  note  my  new  address 

as  I am  now  working  for  Krause  Publications  as  Assistant  Editor  for 
World  Coin  News. 

W.  E.  Mullan,  Jr.,  Ches.  and  Potomac  Telephone  Co.,  1823  K St.,  N.  W. , 
Washington,  D.  C.  20006:  Have  access  to  many  old  issues  of  the  19th 

century  Banker's  Magazine  which  contains  many  interesting  articles 
on  English  coinage  for  the  avid  collector  of  English  money.  Can 
reproduce  or  loan  to  you  for  reproduction,  if  interested.  Please 
write. 

Edward  Busse,  Jr.,  P.  Q.  Box  1102,  Alhambra,  Calif.  9lQ02:  WANTED.  • . 

Mexico  State  Seals  in  color.  Need:  Durango,  Oaxaca,  Jalisco, 

Guanajuato,  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Federal 
District  and  Zatacecas.  Any  information  on  the  above  would  be 
appreciated. 

Ed  Coyne,  Box  18363,  Boston,  Mass.  02118;  I am  in  need  of  Mint 
Reports  from  all  public  and  private  mints  throughout  the  world, 
which  are  printed  in  English.  Do  you  have  any?  Please  write. 

Bruce  Smith,  Box  57,  Iola,  Wise,  Below  is  my  want  list  on 

some  books  that  I need.  Please  write  stating  price,  quantity  and 
condition: 

Silver  Coins  of  China  and  the  Colony  of  Hong  Kong.  A reprint  of 
the  Glendining  and  Co.  auction  catalogue  of  the  W.  Von  Hall  Col- 
lection of  1966.  Reprinted  by  Sidney  Frey,  1967*  Also  want  this 
auction  catalogue. 

Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  Annam,  by  Albert  Schroeder,  Edited  by 
Novak  and  Permer.  Okinawa,  1968. 

Catalogue  of  Annam  Coins,  by  Bernard  Permer.  Siagon,  19 63* 

Rare  Chinese  Coins,  by  S.  C.  Wong  (also  spelled  Wang). 

Chinese  Imperial  Names,  by  Howard  Gibbs,  1944. 

The  Coins  of  Korea,  by  Alan  Craig.  Berkely,  1955* 

"The  Money  of  Korea",  by  Bank  of  Korea,  i960  and  1963*  Korean  text. 

The  Currency  and  Financial  System  of  Mainland  China,  by  Miyashita 
Tadao.  Seattle,  1967 • 

Becker  the  Counterfeiter,  by  G*  F.  Hill 

Index  to  the  Numismatist,  1888-1938;  by  the  ANA 

Catalogue  of  the  A.  M.  Tracey  Woodward  Collection  of  Chinese  Coins, 
auctioned  by  Hans  Schulman,  about  1952* 

Museum  Notes,  by  the  Amer.  Numis.  Society.  Need  all,  19^7  to  date. 
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